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The Global Training Partners Conference, 
organized by the International Air Transport 
Association will take place from 15th May to 
16th May 2017 at the Cinnamon Grand in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka.
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NGAP OUTREACH

The NGAP initiatives were launched to ensure that enough qualified and 
competent aviation professionals are available to operate, manage and maintain 
the future international air transport system. This is critical as a large contingent 
of the current generation of aviation professionals will retire, access to affordable 
training and education is increasingly problematic, and aviation competes with 
other industry sectors for highly skilled professionals. The lack of harmonized 
competencies in some aviation disciplines and a lack of awareness by the “next 
generation” of the types of aviation jobs available further compounds the problem.

Origin of NGAP

IPTA Role – NGAP Partnership 
Working together for 
improved safety, quality and 
efficiency in global commercial 
aviation through training and 
recruitment

Captain Tilmann Gabriel, Assistant Professor and Director MSc Aviation 
Management Programmes and Executive Chairman/President International Pilot 
Training Association (IPTA) spoke about the initiatives that IPTA is driving to 
ensure a sustainable supply of competent pilots globally. The IPTA Outreach 
Workstream is constituted of aviation representatives from all regions of the 
world. One of their objectives is to provide the ICAO NGAP Programme with 
best outreach practices and future strategies to address:

− industry attractiveness 
− regional financial arrangements for pilot training
− barriers to pilot recruitment and retention
− the lack of mutual recognition of pilot qualification
− age 40 career change pilot training

Capt. Gabriel stressed the need to work together for improved safety, quality 
and efficiency in global commercial aviation, and to recruit the next generation 
of aviation professionals.



NGAP OUTREACH

Airline Management for 
Kids – New Volga-Dnepr 
Group Project
To tell children about aviation and unique experience of an 
international airline is no easy task. How to make these classes 
exciting, keep the kids involved, and let them feel our passion 
for the sky while helping them to find their own way in aviation? 
Here’s where talented Volga-Dnepr experts come into play. 
What it takes is their profound experience and… a bunch of 
balloons, heaps of maple seeds, boxes, ropes, bandages and 
some chocolate.

The Volga-Dnepr project “Airline Management for Kids” was 
initiated by the company Corporate University in March 2016. 
Its aim is to engage 60 talented children aged 8-15 into the 
world of aviation, excite them with the secrets of an airline 
business, such values as labour, health, safety, development, and 
through educational games and real practice help them choose 
their future career.

Very “adult” theory mixed with exciting tasks and experiments, 
flavoured with our “secret ingredient” – best airline experts 
playing the role of teachers – is what makes every class unique 
and unforgettable.

These dedicated professionals had to reconsider their extensive 
experience to find their way with young aviators.

To inspire the kids we conducted some vivid experiments 
– maple seeds illustrating how the propeller works and air 
balloons showing the principle of thrust, two rubber bands, a 
ruler and a scotch tape demonstrating the principle of cargo 
balance.

The meeting was conducted by the ICAO Secretariat, 
supported by Ms. Lori Brown, Outreach Working Group 
Chair and Ms. Mary Nelson, Implementation Working 
Group Chair. Secretariat support was provided by the 
Chief and Technical Officers of the Implementation 
Planning and Support Sections for Safety and Air 
Navigation. 

The elevation of NGAP to an ICAO Programme has 
created greater visibility and recognition to the goals of 
engaging the next generation of aviation professionals. 
It is important to further engage other organizations, 
partners and volunteers to support this important 
programme.

The NGAP Working Groups met individually over a 
period of two days to discuss projects and activities for 
2017. On the last day of this 3-day meeting the Working 
Groups presented their specific work plans for the 
upcoming year.

Eighth ICAO NGAP Annual 
Meeting, Montreal (2-4 
December 2016)
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NGAP OUTREACH

To support the ICAO NGAP’s 
initiative of empowering Women 
in Aviation, SriLankan Aviation 
College selected three renowned 
schools in Colombo district, 
Methodist College, St. Bridget’s 
Convent and Good Shephard’s 
Convent Colombo to facilitate free 

Empowering the 
Women in Aviation, 
Sri Lanka

aviation fundamentals program which 
covers core areas of the industry. This 
program will provide a gateway to the 
students to identify the potential and 
the scope of the industry and groom 
them encourage them to enter into one 
of the fastest growing industries in the 
world.

Students undergoing courses for qualifications 
in the various disciplines of aviation - from 
piloting, engineering, air traffic control, 
finance and leasing to airline and airport 
management - often find themselves at the 
same disadvantage as their counterparts in 
many other sectors: not knowing enough 
about the jobs marketplace and the career 
options available. The “who’s who?” of the 
business and the structure of the particular 
branch of the industry at which they are 
aiming their employment ambitions. This is 
one of the deficiencies in students’ awareness 
that the association was formed to address.

The Irish Aviation Students Association (IASA) 
was set up in 2015 with a view to informing 
students about their options across the entire 
aviation industry, and at the same time, 
acquainting potential employers with the 
specifics of the various degree and diploma 
courses being delivered around the country, 
and the pools of highly-qualified potential staff 
they are generating.

For further information, please visit             
www.iasa.aero

Irish Aviation Students’ Association (IASA)
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Tanner Fernando, son of Rukmal Fernando, who lives in 
Michigan, USA is a great example to aviation enthusiasts of his 
age. Tanner is just 17 years old, but his enthusiasm towards 
aviation has made him seem more mature.  Since the young 
age of 11 he has participated in many aviation related activities, 
including his first flight, and the will to learn has made his 
knowledge grow day by day.

At the age of 14 he joined the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) which 
gives him the opportunity to learn many aspects of aviation.  
“Knowledge is power.” Tanner has made the words come true. 
He has a long way to go, but the foundation has made him 
much stronger. His video shows some of his aviation knowledge 
at flying his flight simulator.

Tanner is a great example to the Next Generation of Aviation. 
He will be attending Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University for 
Commercial Aviation in September and we wish him all the very 
best for his great bright future.

“Tanner” The Next Generation Aviator 

NGAP OUTREACH

Singaporean aircraft technician and inspiring 
female aviator, Marian Poon wins the International 
Civil Aviation Organization’s (ICAO) 2016 Photo 
Contest on Gender Equality and the Empowerment 
of Women in Aviation.

We hope that her passion and dedication for her 
work continues to inspire aspiring and professional 
aviators alike.

Singaporean aircraft 
technician, Marian 
Poon wins the ICAO 
2016 Photo Contest

In celebration of International Women in Aviation Week the 
President of Dare to Dream, the Ambassador of Youth in Aviation 
in Botswana hosted a Pink Paper Plane Challenge for 100 primary 
school students by Diphetogo Primary school Gaborone West 
Phase 1.

Pink Paper Plane Challenge 
Botswana
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On November 20th, SriLankan 
Aviation College Career Day 2016 
was successfully held at Taj Samudra, 
Colombo. This is the first and largest 
aviation related career day which is 
aimed at broadening employment 
advantages to students. The event 
showed more than 1,000 students 
visiting exhibition stands to find details 
on the field of aviation.

Events

Srilankan Aviation 
College Career Day 2016
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Justice to the
Air Traffic Controller

This article is dedicated to all Air Traffic Controllers , 
past and present 

In a previous issue of the prestigious 
Aviation Voice Magazine there was 
an article titled "How to be an Air 
Traffic Controller " and a little write 
up about the role played by the 
Controllers. 

I am not trying to find fault with that 
write -up or the writer , but I thought 
of giving a more elaborataed account 
of what controllers really do and who 
they relally are to do justice by them. 
They simply deserve it. My words 
may pave the way for the potential 
ATC candidates to understand the role 
played by the controller in a better 
way and give due respect to the noble 
profession and also to the brave men 
and women who are always pressurised 
to work  hard  to prevent accidents in a 
crowded sky.

Air Traffic Controllers not only control 
aircraft but they also give the pilot 
useful information and advice to anable 
the pilots  to conduct  safe and efficient 
flights. These may include positions 
of other aircraft in the sky (essential 
traffic information) current weather 
which may have adverse effcets on the 
flight, status of navigational aids, and 
airport conditions and so on. They 
also provide another  valuable service 
called an 'Alerting Service' which is to 
alert and assist the search and rescue 
organizations  when an air craft is in 
need of search and rescue services 
(whereabouts of aircraft  unknown even 
after the endurance the total time an 
aircrfat can stay in air) of the aircraft is 
over.  All these services which Air Traffic 
Controllers provide to aircraft put 
together are called Air Traffic Services 

(ATS) which are meant to achieve 
five main objectives.  

Prevent accidents between aircraft 
in the air.

Prevent accidents between aircraft 
and other obstacles on ground. 

Expedite and maintain an orderly 
flow of traffic.

Provide useful information for safe 
and efficient conduct of flight.

Inform relevant organisations 
about  aircraft in  need of search 
and rescure srvices and assist such 
organizations.

Air Traffic Controllers in Srilanka 
are licensed by the Civil Aviation 
Authority of Sri Lanka as it is a 
world wide requirement stipulated 
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he/she gives instructions to establish 
the said separation between aircrafts. 
A controller has to form a picture in 
his/ her mind. In that picture he/ she 
sees all the airctaft which he/ she is 
responsible for. If you look at the fish 
tank at your home, you see different 
sizes of colouful fish swimming in 
all directions, climbing, descending, 
swimming straight and level, each 
fish at their own  speed which are 
different to  one another. The picture 
a controller has in mind is similar to 
your fish tank at  home. That picture is 
constantly changing and a controller 's 
picture they say has a fourth dimension 
which simply means that  he/ she has 
to see the future position of all the 
fast moving aircrafts, all together. If 
a controller cannot visualise the new 
picture which is yet to be formed in his 
mind in  another one minute or  two 
miniutes, then we say that controller 
has lost the picture and he/ she is no 
good to anybody after that. To do this 
a controller's mind has to be very 
strong and extremly well balanced. 
His/ her words have to be razor 
sharp. A controler must put 
his brain into gear before he/
she opens the mouth as what 
ever said (instructios given) 

cannot be pulled back if the controller 
realises the instruction is inaccurate. 
At any given time only one controller 
is responsible for all aircraft under 
his/ her care. Although there may be 
several controllers physically present 
in a control center, not all of them, but 
one only talks to all the aircraft in the 
so called area of jurisdition. Therefore 
how good or bad our air traffic controll 
sytem entirely depends on  the man/
woman who sits at the ATC console at 
any given time.  

by the International Civil 
Aviation Organization 

(ICAO) for all 
controllers to be 

in possession of a 
current license when 

performing their duties. 
A controller's performance 

and his/ her medical fitness 
(physical and mental) are  

constantly  monitored by 
the Authority to ensure the 

service they provide guarantees 
safety and efficiency of  aircraft 

operations.

It is not right to compare a 
controllers job with that of a traffic 
cop on the road as unlike road 
traffic, air traffic constantly move at 
an average speed of eight (8) miles 
per minute. There is no stopping 
or red lights and green lights in the 
sky. Controllers, instead separate 
aircraft vertically or horizontally to 
keep a safe distance among aircraft 
to make sure they do not 'kiss' each 
other in the sky. If one observes a 
controller at work he/she may hear 
an occasional  word or two from 
the controller. But it is difficult for 
a laymen to imagine what is going 
on  in a controller's mind when 
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I shall attempt to talk about how Air 
Traffic Controllers are trained. I guess it 
is my duty to highlight the importance 
of the profession and the value of these 
lads and lasses so that they shall be 
recognised as professionals and given 
their due  respect and place not only 
in aviation but in the society among 
general public as well. A controller 
when handling eight aircrafts has over 
three thousand lives of innocent people 
in his hands. The pilots who are flying 
those eight aircrafts may probably 
belong to eight different nationalities. 
Imagine yourself in the minds of a 
Chinese, A Japanese, A Korean, an 
Indian, a Pakistani a Britisher, an 
Australian and a Frenchman all trying 
to say something to you in English at 
the same time, with their own accents 
and pronunciations, boy! How would 
you face such a situation?. My friend, 
an Air Traffic Controller faces this music 
every day every time he sits at the 
console to work the aircraft. A single 
error if committed by a controller may 
lead to immesurable suffering and 
loss of precious human life. The worst 
aircraft disaster recorded in the history 
of aviation so far, the notorius 'Tenerife 
Crash' where two Boeing 747 aircraft  
collided on the runway at Los Rhodeos 
Airport (Now Tenerife North Airport), 
at Canary Islands, Spain, on 27th March 
1977, claimed a total of 583 lives in 
which one of the major contributary 
factors was a misunderstanding between 
the controller and the pilot - This alone 
is enough to understand  the gravity of 
this profession. Do  I need to say more?

Duncan Jayawardena 
Former ATC Instructor and Manager 
Safety Srilankan Airlines 
current Manager Safety - Fly Southern
Author of the book "A Broken Compass"  

Colombo FIR

Colombo Flight Information Region 
(FIR) is a huge block of airspace with 
an area bounded by Latitudes 100N and  
020S, Longitudes 0920E and 0780E 
(approximately 604800 Squre Nautical 
miles) and extending from ground 
level to Fligt Level 460 (Appx. 46000 
feet). Sri Lankan Air Traffic Controllers 
provide the above mentioned Air Traffic 
Services to all aircrfats flying within this 
airspace whether or not they come to 
land or take off from Bandaranayake 
International Airport (BIA) (ICAO 
Code VCBI). Unseen to the naked eye, 
many aircraft overfly Srilanka specially 
at night time crowding our FIR. The 
services to these aircraft are provided 
by the controllers at the 'Area Control 
Center' which is situated at Colombo 
Airport Ratmalana. The arriving aircraft 
(to land at BIA) receives air traffic 
services initially from the 'Area Control 
Center', from which the aircraft is 
transferred to the 'Approach Control 
Office' at  BIA at an approximate 
distance of 50 nautical miles from the 
airport. The Approch Controller brings 
the aircraft usually to align with the 
extended center line of the runway 
and then hands it over to the Tower 
Controller at the 'Aerodrome Control 
Tower' to give the final  instructions 
to the aircraft for the  final approach 
and landing. Virtually three sets of Air 
Traffic Controlers provide services for 
the arriving or departing arcrafts to 
and from BIA. The Area Control Center 
and The Approach Control office are 
equipped with RADAR (Radio Detection 
and Ranging) and is manned by highly 
skilled controllers who see the position 
of the aircraft on a screen (Radar 
Display). Only the Tower controllers see 
the actual aircrafts, it's colour, markings, 
the size and the type and probably the 
embarking and diembarking passengers 
as he/she sees the aircraft with  his/
her naked eye at close range ,but  for 
the other controllers the aircraft is only 
a luminous dot on the Radar screen 
(Radar blip or target) or just a voice they 
hear over the receiver of a tranceiver set. 
I shall refrain from mentioning how one 
could become an air traffic controller 
as a previous issue of this magazine 
(No 006) mentioned those  facts, nor 
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Released a new forecast showing continued strong demand for commercial 
airline pilots and maintenance technicians as the world’s airlines add 
38,000 airplanes to the global fleet over the next 20 years.

Boeing’s 2015 Pilot and Technician Outlook projects that between 2015 and 2034, 
the world will require 558,000 new commercial airline pilots and 609,000 new 
commercial airline maintenance technicians.

“To help address this need, Boeing trained last year a record number of pilots 
and technicians at 17 training campuses around the globe and has invested in a 
comprehensive Pilot Development Program to train early stage pilots to become 
qualified commercial airline pilots,” said Sherry Carbary, vice president, Boeing 
Flight Services. “We will continue to increase the amount of training we provide, 
enabling our customers to satisfy the world’s growing appetite for air travel.”

“The challenge of meeting the global demand for airline professionals will not be 
solved by one company alone,” Carbary added. “Aircraft manufacturers, airlines, 
training equipment manufacturers, training delivery organizations, regulatory 
agencies and educational institutions are all stepping up to meet the increasing 
need to train and certify pilots and technicians.”

Boeing’s 2015 Outlook projects continued increases in pilot demand, up more than 
4 percent compared to the 2014 Outlook. For maintenance technicians, demand 
increased approximately 5 percent.

Overall global demand for these skilled resources will be driven by continued 
economic expansion, resulting in an average requirement for about 28,000 new 
pilots and more than 30,000 new technicians every year.

The 20-year projected demand for new pilots and technicians by region is:

• Asia Pacific – 226,000 pilots and 238,000 technicians
• Europe – 95,000 pilots and 101,000 technicians
• North America – 95,000 pilots and 113,000 technicians
• Latin America – 47,000 pilots and 47,000 technicians
• Middle East – 60,000 pilots and 66,000 technicians
• Africa – 18,000 pilots and 22,000 technicians
• Russia / CIS – 17,000 pilots and 22,000 technicians

The Pilot and Technician Outlook is Boeing’s long-term forecast of the demand 
for pilots and technicians and its estimate of personnel needed to fly and maintain 
the tens of thousands of new commercial jetliners expected to be produced over 
the next 20 years. The forecast is published annually to factor in changing market 
forces affecting the industry. Boeing shares the outlook with the public to inform 
airlines, suppliers and the financial community of trends in the industry.

Source: boeing.mediaroom.com

need in next 20 years
Strongest demand in the Asia Pacific region

TechniciansMILLION
1.2Pilots &
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and such…
Airports

Sometime back I read in 
the Sunday Times that 
four Domestic Airports 

currently under the Airforce 
management will be handed over 
to the Civil Aviation Authority 
of Sri Lanka (CAASL.)  This 
prompted me to write something 
about airports. The intention is 
to share what little I know about 
these matters with my fellow Sri 
Lankans whose money is what 
pays for all the decisions that are 
made, airports and otherwise. 
Like the time when all roads led 
to Rome, nowadays all decisions 
come down from Diyawanna Oya. 

There were committees and 
sub-committees and advice 

experts and consultants and 
insultants and all those board-
room meetings to make decisions 
and they ended up with Mattala 
International storing paddy. I do 
not know about the commercial 
viability of an international airport 
in Hambantota. That is all pure 
politics. Somebody opened it 
and somebody else closed it and 
they both came from Diyawanna 
Oya and it cost the nation an 
arm and both legs. One of them 
has to be wrong? The opener or 
the closer. Both cannot be right. 
Well! That too must be politics. 
But I do know some clown did 
lay out a runway in Mattala for 
international big jet aeroplanes to 

back-track for taxing and execute 
a 180 degree turn to take-off; 
unheard of in modern aviation. 
For the lack of a better word I 
called it ‘A magnificent Mistake” 
in a previous article. So much 
for experts and consultants and 
stone-deaf decision makers. 

Sorry, I side tracked, that Mattala 
menu is now stale with paddy 
becoming the main course. Let’s 
get back to the current topics and 
say something before the milk 
gets spilt. Four Domestic Airports, 
Jaffna, Katukurunda, Sigiriya and 
Batticaloa are no more with the 
Airforce and now comes under 
the CAASL. I really do not know 
who lords over them, whether 

Capt Elmo Jayawardena



it is CAASL or Airport and Aviation 
Services? Whoever is in charge the sad 
part is the orders come from Diyawanna 
Oya where freshly-minted ministers will 
decide the outcomes simply because 
they are the Ministers. 

The Airforce should first be thanked for 
maintaining all the Domestic Airports 
through the conflict years. They did a 
great job and we have all the Domestic 
Airports in an operational status. Now 
that the war is over, it is time to convert 
some for civilian use. Plans must be 
made with a vision. Whoever makes 
the decisions, Ministers or experts, they 
should consider corporate involvement 
without grabbing and biting more than 
they can chew and expect the tax payer 
to come to the rescue. Jaffna has a clear 
cut commercial value and Sigiriya and 
Batticaloa both could be great tourist 
pit-stops, one for Nuwara Kalaviya and 
its historical splendour and the other 
for the high-priced fast-filling east coast 
beaches. (7 hours by road to the east 
coast, 45 minutes by plane.) Proper 
internal flying needs to be established 
and these valuable domestic airports 
should be leased to private companies 
to operate. (Example - Ko Samui Airport 
in Thailand is managed and operated 
by Bangkok Air). Katukurunda which 
currently sees a fair amount of private 
flying has a 3000 foot runway which 
was originally constructed by Italian 
POWs during World War II. The airport 
is not far from Ratmalana, Katunayake 
and Koggala, ideal for light aeroplane 
training exercises. Katukurunda 
also has good visibility and sensible 
winds, a perfect place to establish an 

international flying training school if 
such be the ambition of someone who 
has sense. 

Diyawanna Oya decides what to do 
with these airports. That is the bottom 
line. They have hoards to say ‘yes’ to 
anything the big bosses propose. But 
there are professional people working 
for them who are well qualified and 
know what they are talking about. Their 
voices need to be heard and the powers 
that be should care to listen. That is the 
answer. Hope I am not pouring water 
on a duck’s back. 

Let’s go now to Katunayake and 
enlighten the reader a bit more.  

The airport originated as a Royal 
Airforce Base, in 1944 to be precise. 
That was a time Ratmalana was the 
international airport. Then due to 
expansion reasons and the inability of 
Ratmalana to acquire densely populated 
land that surrounded the airport, 
Katunayake was selected to be the 
international airport of Sri Lanka. Good 
call by whoever made the decision. 
The new terminal was constructed and 
international flights started operating 
in and out of Katunayake in 1967. Two 
things had to be kept in mind; airports 
need to expand and runways need to 
get longer and wider with larger and 
heavier new aeroplanes. Also let’s not 
forget wear and tear of the strip. It has 
a life span before re-surfacing becomes 
essential. With these future needs 
clearly in evidence Katunayake batted 
on, test cricket style as time was in her 
favour. 

Then came the need for a longer, wider 
and stronger runway. Aeroplanes were 
sure getting bigger and heavier. Parallel 
to the existing landing strip, a new 
runway was constructed to the north of 
the old one. 1986 saw the opening of 
that, 3350 meters long, 45 meters wide, 
good enough for the biggest aeroplanes 
in the world. A new lease in life for the 
airport with 20 years to run before the 
runway surface needed a face-lift. That 
would have been 2006 and sure we’ve 
gone past the mark and overtaken by 
10 years. It was a ‘MUST’ to resurface 
the runway and the problem was the 
closure and it has been carried out and 
things are running. People will say “It 
could have been done better” but then, 
that statement applies to most things 
in life. Let’s be satisfied we got a pass 
mark. 

Another important factor for 
consideration is the constant declaration 
I hear about Sri Lanka becoming an 
International Aviation Hub for the 
region. Great news but the competition 
is also brewing in India. Some sea gulls 
too have been singing that even Male 
is thinking of a second runway. If an 
international hub is a vision for Sri 
Lanka, the second runway is definitely 
a ‘must’ at Katunayake. The question 
is where? We got to act fast to beat the 
competition, there cannot be multiple 
international hubs in the same area. 

Let’s forget the HUB part. The current 
movements at Katunayake is around 
70,000. It increases around 7% per 
annum and by 2022 will hit the 
100,000 mark. That will be the time 

The Airforce should first be thanked for maintaining all the Domestic 
Airports through the conflict years. They did a great job and we have all 

the Domestic Airports in an operational status. Now that the war is over, it 
is time to convert some for civilian use. Plans must be made with a vision. 
Whoever makes the decisions, Ministers or experts, they should consider 
corporate involvement without grabbing and biting more than they can 

chew and expect the tax payer to come to the rescue.
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Sri Lanka will definitely need a second 
runway. 2022 is just 5 years away. 
A 4000 meter runway is extremely 
expensive and a lot of land needs to be 
acquired. 

A would be solution is to have a smaller 
runway like what Narita did; 2500 
meters long and able to take all the 
smaller passenger jets, which I think 
is at least 50% of the aeroplanes that 
land at Katunayake. Of course these 
two runway system will not cater for an 
A380 operation.The 45 meters runway 
width we have is not enough for the 
47 meter outer engine separation of an 
A380. 

But then, Emirates is the only big time 
A380 operator with possibilities of 200 
plus more orders in the future. The 
A380 is long haul; then why would 
Emirates come to Sri Lanka on an 
A380? They won’t go long haul from Sri 
Lanka? The same would apply to most 
of the big airlines, Qatar, Etihad, SIA, 
and Cathay. It is a chance we may have 
to take and look at a less costly shorter 
runway. Of course we will win the 
international hub battle and solve the 
congestion problem with an additional 
shorter runway. But the re-surfacing 
problem will still loom and perhaps 
it could be sorted too by sectional re-
surfacing. 

So the committees have been in action. 
They would have looked at all options. 
Let us now take a layman’s view of this 
matter of a second runway. Katunayake 
with an additional landing strip should 
have been the thought when Mattala 
was incubated. That is exactly what 

IATA recommended after discussions 
with airlines that operated to Sri Lanka. 
But then, sadly at that time our thinking 
was ‘Koheda yanne? Malle Pol” where 
aviation was concerned.  

Most newly planned international 
airports are built with parallel runways 
as air-traffic is ever increasing. 
Singapore, Bangkok, Hong Kong, Taipei, 
Jakarta and Kuala Lumpur all have 
twin runways with the terminal in the 
middle. That is the most efficient way to 
build parallel runways. Katunayake will 
not be different. A new runway parallel 
to the existing one built on the southern 
side of the existing terminal would be 
the best of the wish list. Of course BOI 
is right there, but I am sure it can be 
‘solution sorted’ accommodating a 2500 
meter runway simply because it is the 
only palatable answer to the Katunayake 
runway problem. 

There was talk of a completely new 
airport with two runways to be built in 
Muthurajawela or in the Horana area. 
Definite possibilities as it would be a 
new venture. But then, such visions do 
not come cheap and if money was no 
problem we can build the new airport 
with two runways in the sea itself, 
anywhere we like, same as what Osaka 
City did. Yes, expensive, but that too is 
an option.   

Looks like it is Hobson’s choice to go 
south of the terminal if Katunayake 
wants to add another landing strip. This 
new runway is not someone’s fancy, but 
a dire need. The 100,000 movements 
in 2022 demands it. Of course the 
additional benefit is the international 

hub which would be the icing on the 
cake. 

The experts and the consultants can 
give their professional views, but it 
is the Diyawanna Oya clan who will 
decide and make things happen in 
this land of ours. Pray this time they 
will choose the right answer devoid of 
political squabbles. 

Four new civilian airports, one badly 
needed parallel runway in Katunayake, 
one monumental mistake in Mattala; 
we do have some serious aviation 
decisions to make as a nation. Over to 
you Diyawanna Oya, please be mindful 
that this is not T20 or 50 overs but long 
drawn test cricket. The need is for far 
reaching solutions that merit careful 
considerations. Are we capable? Sure we 
are, we do have experts who know what 
they are talking about. But the billion 
rupee question is would Diyawanna 
Oya listen? 

elmojay1@gmail.com



The ‘Next Gen 2016’ is a Noteworthy and 
a popular cricket tournament organized 
by Aviation Voice media group in 
collaboration with Fly Southern, the first 
ever aviation cricket fiesta in Sri Lanka.

The event was held on the 12th of 
November 2016 at NCC Grounds, 
Colombo 07 with the presence of Mr. 
Samith Abeygunawardana, Chairman 
and CEO of Southern Aviation Services, 
Main sponsor of the Next Gen. 
Cricket tournament and Mr. Dilantha 
Malagamuwa, Sri Lanka’s most successful 
International Motorsports personality.

The idea behind this sporting event was 
to break the monotonous pattern of 
operations in the Aviation Institutes and 
the Organizations and instil a sense of 
enlivenment among the students and the 
seniors in the field of aviation.

The ‘Next Gen 2016’ Aviation Cricket 
Fiesta culminated with the team from 
Sudan Lanka Travel Agencies emerging 
champions of the tournament, beating 
Sri Lankan Aviation College at a fiercely 
contested match. Louis Preston aviation 
institute won the 3rd place of the 
tournament. 

A trophy and also a cash price of 
Rs.50,000.00 was handed to the team 
of Sudan Lanka Travel Agency by the 
most honourable chief guest Mr. Samith 
Abeygunawardana.

Overall this particular event was a roaring 
success which paved a great pathway 
to all the aviators to display their skills 
in cricket while enjoying an evening of 
music and dance.

Aviation 
Voice, Next 
Gen. Aviation 
Cricket Fiesta 
came to a 
successful 
end!
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If you’re fascinated with aviation, you’re 
mechanically inclined, and you’ve got your 
O’ Levels and a strong desire to work with 
your hands.

You might be destined for a high-flying 
career in the Aviation Industry - an 
industry that transport more than 3 million 
people a day connecting cultures and 
creating jobs to countless people across the 
world.

Your first step should be to join the Asian 
Aviation Center & make a kick start  by 
following the 2 years training programme 
in Aircraft Maintenance Engineering. On 
completing of this training you can join the 
industry as an:

Aircraft Maintenance Technician (AMT).

This will open up the pathway to for you 
to go up the ladder & become a Licenced 
Aircraft Maintenance Engineer (LAME)

This is one of the best option for an O’ 
Level Qualified student to become a 
Licensed Aircraft Maintenance Engineer 
and earn an attractive salary package with 
unbelievable fringe benefits.

According to the US Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS), in May 2015, aircraft 
maintenance technicians earned an average 
annual salary of $58,390   and an hourly 
wage of $28.07. This is only the start as 
an AMT.  Within about 3 to 4 years, you 
can go up further to the level of AME. 
According to payscale.com, in May 2016 
aircraft maintenance engineers earned a 
median annual salary of $62,620

There are 10 Good reasons as to why you 
should choose the Asian Aviation Center 
(AAC) for you to achieve this goal.

1. AAC has over 30 yrs experience and 
expertise in delivering AME / AMT 
training Over 1000 students have been 
trained so far. All of them in lucrative 
employment in MRO (Maintenance, 
Repair & Overhaul facilities)’s / Hangars 

Opens door to
HIGH FLYING
CARRIERS

worldwide, including Srilankan 
Airlines. Six batches, now in the 
pipeline undergoing training. We are 
the only aviation school that has trained 
4 batches of Pilots for Sri Lanka Air 
Force during the height of the war in 
the north. We apply the same expertise 
and experience in this Training Course.

2. Training is conducted in a strategic 
location where students are exposed 
to actual aerodrome environment - 
Located inside the Colombo Airport, 
Ratmalana, we have the largest hangar 
facility, full of various models of 
aircraft & helicopters, and directly 
facing flight line / aircraft maneuvering 
area, where both military and civil 
aircraft and international flights lands 
and take off, just a few meters away. 

3. Full Knowledge and links with MRO’s 
worldwide & good knowledge of the 
Aviation Maintenance Industry & the 
Job Profile of an AME / AMT and the 
Job Market.

 There are more than 5000 MRO’s / 
Hangers thought the world, employing 
roughly about 500,000 maintenance 
staff, mainly Aircraft Maintenance 
Engineers and Technicians. Training is 
imparted with the full awareness of the 
job profile of AME / AMT’s and the Job 
Market.

 What do aircraft maintenance 
technicians actually do?

 Aircraft maintenance technicians keep 
aircraft of various sizes and types in 
excellent working order (airworthiness 
condition). Other aircraft maintenance 
technicians specialize in repair work 
- finding and fixing problems that 
pilot describe. Aircraft maintenance 
technicians must work quickly and 
safely so that the aircraft can be put 
back into service as soon as possible.

4. Education, Training and Quality 

Assurance is directly overseen, 
managed & supervised by three 
Retired Senior SLAF Officers – an 
Air Vice Marshal in the capacity of  
“Consultant” & Two full time Wing 
Commanders – One, in the capacity 
of “Chief of Operations”, former SLAF 
Chief Instructor and  the other, in the 
capacity of “Director Studies”, with a 
Masters in Engineering & CAASL AME  
License. Both are members of the Royal 
Aeronautical Society, UK.

5. Course Delivery by highly competent 
fulltime CAASL Licensed Engineers/ 
Instructors, Experienced/ Retired 
Senior SLAF & Commercial Airline 
Instructors. 

6. Fully Equipped Hangar &  Workshop 
Facilities at  Ratmalana Airport and a 
2nd   hangar in the SLAF Aerodrome 
at Katukurunda  Both these facilities 
have 4 operational aircraft,  and 7 Non 
Operational Aircraft and several Gas 
turbines Engines and Piston Engines

7. Career Guidance & Job Application/ 
Placement Support, Job Seeking 
Skills & Communication Skills 
Training including how to prepare a 
Job Application/ CV and how to be 
successful at a job interview and how 
to apply for jobs on-line. Specialized 
communication skills training in 
“Aviation English”

8. Entry options to the BSc/ BEng Aircraft 
Engineering Degree Programmes 
of leading universities in UK and 
to Australian Aircraft Engineering 
Academy to follow the Diploma in 
Aeronautical Engineering that opens a 
pathway to EASA AML qualifications.

9. Option of On-the-Job training in 145 
/ 147 approved MRO’s worldwide 
& fulfilling EASA practical training 
requirements to obtain, step by step, 
EASA Part – 66 License Categories – 
A, B1, B2 & C.

10. CAASL approved, EASA Compliant 
syllabus covered in 2yrs and 
Certificate accredited by AAC, 
recognized worldwide is awarded to 
those who successfully complete 2 yrs 
of Theoretical and Practical training.





events

TOP PERFORMING IATA TRAINING CENTER SOUTH ASIA for 2015
TOP TEN SOUTH ASIA IATA TRAINING CENTER for 2011
TOP TEN SOUTH ASIA IATA TRAINING CENTER for 2012

FARES / E TICKETING, RESERVATIONS, MARKETING 
GDS – Amadeus, TOURS, AIRPORT OPERATIONS & AIR CARGO
 3 month course – Classes conducted once a week 
 Saturday/ Sunday/ Tuesday 
 Course fee : LKR 30000

DIPLOMA IN AIRLINE

Galileo LKR 8000 
Worldspan LKR 8000  
SABRE LKR 8000

AIRLINE CABIN CREW TRAINING
COURSE FEE : LKR 30000

IATA / UFTAA Foundation LKR 110000 (6 instalments) 
       OPEN BOOK EXAM WILL BE HELD IN MARCH OR JUNE OR SEPTEMBER OR DECEMBER  

IATA Consultant    LKR 65000
IATA Management    LKR 127000
IATA Managing the Travel Business  LKR 63000
IATA GDS - FARES AND TICKETING – amadeus    LKR 40000

 First IATA AUTHORISED TRAINING CENTER in Sri Lanka 
11, 4th /Floor, Arthur’s Place, Colombo 04 (Next to Majestic city)

CALL MAYONI ON 011 2 657342, 011 2 657767
24 HOURS CALL DEEPAL  ON 077 7 331150

Open On all 7 Days 
: airline@webstation.lk
: www.webstation.lk/airline 
: www.airlineacademy.tk
: www.airlineacademy.lk
: www.facebook.com /deepal.perera1961

: www.facebook.com /deepalperera.airlineacademy
: www.facebook.com/IATA1991

e- mail
web

 ESTD1991

 
as per IATA, Canada

NO BRANCHES
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Events

SriLankan Airlines has commenced the induction 
of the first of its latest Airbus aircraft. The A320neo 
will be the first of the A320neo and A321neo 
family aircraft in its fleet. The introduction of 
these new-generation aircraft will help enhance its 
exceptional service standards. SriLankan A320neo 
is configured for 150 passengers in a two-class 
cabin layout with 12 business class seats and 138 
economy class seats. The carrier will deploy the 
aircraft on its expanding route network connecting 
Colombo with destinations in India, Middle East 
and Far East. Airbus Industries’ ‘neo’ series (neo 
stands for ‘New Engine Option’) has already proven 
to be highly popular in the global airline industry. 
The A320neo Family incorporates the latest 
engines and aerodynamic enhancements.

Source: SriLankan Airlines

SriLankan Airlines welcomes 
the first A320neo to its fleet

AAC successfully conducted “The Aero Day 2016“for the 
3rd time in Sri Lanka with participation of 200 school 
students. The workshop held on 2nd of November 2016 at 
the largest hangar complex at Colombo Airport, Ratmalana 
(The Asian Aviation Centre Pvt Ltd - Head Office). It 
was a day full of activities with the guidance of many 
experts from the aviation industry to educate the young 
aviation enthusiasts on both Flying Training and Aviation 
Engineering, given them both theoretical knowledge and 
practical understanding to get hands on experience on the 
fast growing aviation industry.

AAC Aero Day 2016

The ASPIRE Young Aviators’ Camp 2016 once again opened 
its gates on 3rd December 2016 at 1500h in the Sports 
Ministry Auditorium for all schools island-wide including 
International Schools with the hope of creating a passion 
in the Industry through the knowledge they gain which 
will nurture their Aviation Education and prepare them for 
innovative, successful and life changing future careers. 

The event was a success with loads of knowledge sharing 
activities and it was one of the successful aviation events for 
the year 2016.

ASPIRE young Aviators' 
Camp 2016
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events

With the theme “Everyone can fly”, Sakurai Aviation started their new operation which gives any one the opportunity to book 
an aircraft to surprise the loved once on their Birthdays, Anniversaries and special days.

Birthday on Tarmac

The Athletic Past pupils' 
Association and School Aviation 
Society of Dharmapala Vidyalaya, 
Pannipitiya, Colombo. Sri Lanka 
has organized “Ready to take-off” 
The Radio Control Air Show and 
Exhibition at the college premises 
recently.  The main objective of 
this programme is to enhance the 
enthusiasm towards RC airplanes 
among the young generation.

To support the Next Generation 
Aviation Professionals initiatives, 
the School Aviation Society 
with the Athletic Past pupils' 
Association organized the event 
with the intention of RC flying 
promoting.

Over 2000 aviation lovers gathered 
on this day. Sky Club (pvt) Ltd., 
SriLankan Aviation College 
(SLAC), Sun Rise Ballooning (Pvt.) 
Ltd., University of Moratuwa, 
Hobby Tech Lanka and RC 
Flying Arena have also actively 
participated.

This was a glamorous event and 
it is expected that this will help to 
encourage the youth towards field 
of aviation.  

“Ready to take-off” The Radio Control 
Air Show and Exhibition 2017

Inspiring the youth in Aviation, Sri Lanka
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Events

Colombo Aviation Quiz 2016 organized by SriLankan 
Aviation College was held on 05 November 2016 at 
Methodist College Colombo. 21 schools in Colombo 
district participated at the event to battle for the 
glamorous Shield and the largest prize money 
awarded in Aviation Quizzing History in Sri Lanka. 

Ananda College managed to walk away crowning as 
the Winners while D S Senanayaka College and Royal 
College won the 1st and the 2nd Runners Up titles.

Colombo Aviation Quiz
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events

"SLAAR NIGHT 2016" The Christmas 
Party organized by the Sri Lanka 
Association of Airline Representatives 
(SLAAR) was held on 02 December 
2016 at JAIC Hilton, Colombo. 

SLAAR NIGHT
2016
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Events

Jet airways launched their new route 
between Colombo & Bengaluru which 
started from 5th January 2017, new service 
to offer connectivity between the emerging 
alobal IT-BMP destination,Colombo & 
India's IT hub,Bengaluru.

Jet Airways to launch 
direct daily service

Ukraine Airlines cargo cocktail party 2017 was held successfully on 17th of March 2017 
at Waters Edge, Baththaramulla.

Ukraine Airlines cargo cocktail party 2017

AV
IA
TI
ON

VO
ICE

27

www.facebook.com/AviationVoicewww.aviationvoice.lkinstagram.com/aviation_voice



events

Press Briefing--- Opening of KLM’s new route Colombo - 
Amsterdam 09 September 2016

OPENING OF KLM’S NEW ROUTE 
COLOMBO - AMSTERDAM

The General Meeting of Sri Lanka Association of Airline Representatives (SLAAR) 
was held at Aitken Spence Towers on 23 November 2016.

General Meeting -Sri Lanka Association 
of Airline Representatives

"TANTALIZE 2016" talent show 
and dinner dance, organized by 
Team 02 of SriLankan Airlines 
was held on 3rd of November at 
Full Moon Garden Hotel.

"TANTALIZE 2016"
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The Richy Group Chairman, Mr. 
Wirantha Hettiarachchi has been 
an avid aviation enthusiast since 

his youth and was eager to provide a 
unique experience to those who shared 
his enthusiasm for the field.  His efforts 
led him to form Skylark Aviation in 
the year 2012. Skylark today boasts 
a fleet consisting of a Robinson R44, 
which was purchased brand new from 
Robinson Helicopters USA and two 
paramotors. The company maintains 
a hanger at Katukurunda Airbase and 
has a location in Bentota dedicated 
for their joy ride operations. Even 
though Skylark Aviation is now a 
well-established and recognized the 
company’s short journey has not been 
the easiest and one of the main reasons 

En route to Sri Lanka’s most spectacular
natural Landscape with

Skylark Aviation
Mr. Hettiarachchi has stuck through the 
project has been because his passion for 
aviation. 

The company’s joy ride operation 
in Bentota is located next to Club 
Bentota and is in a picturesque stretch 
of land bordered by the sea and the 
Bentota Lake. You can find the flight 
crew operating the Helicopter and the 
Paramotors during the day time and 
each helicopter ride would set you 
back $ 95 per head. The pilot of the 
helicopter Capt. Ravi Dharmawickrama 
is a Sri Lanka Air Force veteran and 
one of the finest pilots the SLAF has 
ever produced. The joy ride that takes 
you over the magnificent southern 
coast of Sri Lanka is truly a unique and 
unforgettable experience and well worth 

money spent. If you want to charter 
a helicopter to visit anywhere within 
the country Skylark Aviation is happy 
to accommodate you, this has been a 
popular service for the company and 
have seen many repeating customers, 
some of whom are the country’s most 
prominent figures. Furthermore, the 
company has in the past provided 
its air services to wedding preshoots, 
parades and other similar functions.
The paramotor rides offered at Skylark 
is thrilling and awe inspiring and is a 
bargain at $50. 

So next time you are in Southern coast 
drop by Skylark Aviation and make 
memories that would last a lifetime.
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NEWS

‘Sakurai’ obtained their Air 
Operator Certificate (AOC)
A domestic operator, Sakurai has obtained 
their Air Operator Certificate (AOC) on 
14th February 2017 from the Civil Aviation 
Authority of Sri Lanka. They are planning to 
start domestic charter, schedule and non-
schedule flights.

Sakurai is in the process of starting a helicopter 
training school and they will be the first 
Helicopter training school in Sri Lanka.

‘Speculo 2017’ hosted by SriLankan 
Airlines
Sri Lankan Airlines recently hosted ‘Speculo 2017’, a national painting 
and visual arts exhibition featuring the work of the country’s top 
professional artists as well as youth from all corners of the island.

The event took place at J.D.A. Perera Gallery from February 24 – 26 
and was attended by art enthusiasts, business leaders, military veterans, 
government officials, students and members of the airline’s team as well as 
the general public, a statement by the national carrier said.

The competition featured a total of 80 professional artists (by far the most 
amount of professional Sri Lankan artists of esteemed repute, who have 
showcased their work together at a single exhibition), 350 displays and 
diverse pieces that were showcased under a cross-section of categories.

Aeronautical Day of 
Bandaranayake College - 
Gampaha
Aeronautical Day of Bandaranayake College, 
Gampaha. Named “Y-Mana 2017” was 
organized by the Aeronautical association 
of the college was held successfully on 10th 
March 2017 at the college premises.

Asian Aviation Center introducing ‘Aviation 
Australia’ to Local students
Asian Aviation Center (AAC) achieved another milestone in Sri Lankan 
aviation industry by introducing ‘Aviation Australia’, training school to 
Local students. The official visit from Aviation Australia was successfully 
held on 27th April 2017. Official launch and the press conference with 
signing of contracts by both parties is scheduled in the near future.
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NEWS

BIA declares new runway open
The reconstructed main runway of the Bandaranaike 
International Airport (BIA) was declared open recently.

Newly purchased aircraft UL-1162 which arrived from 
Trivandrum, India was the first to land on the renovated 
runway, which has the capacity to accommodate large aircrafts 
such as the A-380.

Civil Aviation and Transport Minister Nimal Siripala De Silva 
and Deputy Minister Ashok Abeysinghe were present at the 
opening ceremony.

The airport’s main runway was closed for renovations on 
January 6 and was open for business each night for eight hours 
(from 8.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.).

The US$ 50 million project, widened the runway from 65 
meters to 75 meters and fitted in a LED lighting system 
enabling the airport to operate even under severe weather 
conditions, the Ministry said.

Dr. (Mrs.) Anoma Jayasinghe, Group 
Medical Officer of SriLankan Airlines, 

has become the first Sri Lankan professional in aviation 
medicine to be selected as a Member of the International 
Academy of Aviation and Space Medicine (IAASM), in 
recognition of her contribution to this field in Sri Lanka for 
over a decade.

Aviation and Space Medicine are the fields in medicine which 
are concerned with the maintenance of health, safety and 
performance of those involved in aviation or space activity. 
Founded in 1955, IAASM (www.iaasm.org) has a limited 
membership of approximately 240 medical professionals 
from around the world, from airlines, civil aviation regulatory 
authorities, and organizations involved in aviation and space 
travel, the national carrier said in a media release.

Dr. Anoma 
Jayasinghe, first Sri 
Lankan member of 
prestigious IAASM

Millennium Flight Academy 
offers best flying training to 
their students
Millennium Flight Academy, under the command of 
Captain B.C.H.Perera conducted Instrument Rating Flight 
Tests for Direct Issuance, Conversions, Renewals and 
recency training for preparation for flight tests. It covered 
80 flights including 65 Flight Tests from February 1st to 
February 25th based at Wirawilla and operated to Mattala 
International Airport to facilitate candidates to apply for 
Srilankan Airlines recruitments.

Millennium Flight Academy was the sole operator 
and Capt. B.C.H.Perera was the Sole Examiner of this 
operation.

Captain B.C.H.Perera, who has more than 25 years’ of 
experience as a Flight Instructor and acquired more than 
13,000 flying hours of instruction with many years of 
experience and knowledge to impart to the flying training 
& serving to the CAASL as a flight test examiner and 
designated check pilot.

Sky Club certified as the only fully certified Paramotoring 
Company in Sri Lanka by the Civil Aviation Authority of 
Sri Lanka.

For more details please contact +94 76 667 0199

Sky Club 
certified by 
the CAA Sri 
Lanka
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NEWS

Fly Southern adds a feather to the 
cap
Fly Southern  the leader in the local flying training arena  has 
added another feather to its cap by obtaining the Commercial 
Air Operator Certificate (AOC) from the Director General of 
Civil Aviation Sri Lanka  recently.

Fly Southern will begin commercial operations immediately 
aiming at the local market initially and then move on to 
regional and commuter operations probably within the Asia 
and Pacific Region. In its future plans Fly Southern hopes to 
act as a “Feeder” to international operators bringing passengers 
from remote aerodromes in the island, either to Bandaranayake 
International Airport or Mattala Rajapakshe International 
Airport. Hotel accommodation and other resting facilities will 
be arranged by Fly Southern as required by the passengers. In 
addition Fly Southern will use its expertise to promote tourism 
by offering different categories of air planes to the tourist 
for business and leisure purposes at competitive prices. The 
aeroplanes include Multi Engine land and Multi engine Sea 
classes with an extremely high safety records. Locals too would 
be entertained by Fly Southern to see the cities and other 
places of interest in the island from the air by arranging family 
tours in and out of all the aerodromes in the island.

Peace Air goes to Human Rights 
Commission
Peace Air one of the three short listed bidders to take over 
and run SriLankan Airlines has made a complaint to the 
Human Rights Commission saying that they have not been 
called to provide Due Diligence for their bid.

Gamini Wethasinghe, Managing Director Peace Air said 
that the Government had informed that they would not 
be invited to exercise Due Diligence for the airline with 
Lufthansa Consulting.

“We have also forwarded a SWIFT of US $ 5.5 billion from 
Deutsche Bank in this regard. We think that our rights have 
being violated and hence have made complaint with the 
HRC.”

He told media yesterday that in addition they would also 
file a case in the Supreme Court on this same issue. Mr. 
Wethasinghe said that their bid is for US $ 5.5 billion 
and in addition have made another bid to run the Mattala 
Airport with a pledge of US $ 2,2 billion. “The government 
is yet to come back on our Mattala offer too.”

Ratmalana became one of the 
busiest airports in Sri Lanka
Colombo Airport Ratmalana, Sri Lanka is gearing up 
to cater for increasing trend of International Corporate 
Jets. By no time Colombo Airport Ratmalana became 
one of the busiest airports in Sri Lanka by snatching 
the attraction among the International Corporate Jet 
Operators.

Additionally, they have arranged the facilities for the 
foreigners to visit Jaffna, Nuwaraeliya and many other 
places in Sri Lanka. This will be a good step for the 
development of the islands domestic Air transportation.
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NEWS

Special Passenger Services 
training for Lahore Aviation 
University
Experienced instructors from the Faculty of 
Airport Services. This program will be the first 
among many to follow and a new beginning 
of an exclusive relationship between the two 
institutions.

SriLankan Aviation College being accredited by 
Many Aviation regulatory bodies in the world 
kept another huge step towards expanding its 
horizon to facilitate the first students batch of 
Aviation University Lahore, on Basic Airport 
Passenger Services training. The tailor made 
training was conducted at SLAC premises and 
practical session at BIA Katunayake by the 
dedicated.

SriLankan Aviation College to branch 
out overseas
SriLankan Aviation College is the only EASA 147 certified training 
academy in the region which plans to open branches in Jaffna and 
Batticaloa within the year and spread their wings to Pakistan and 
Seychelles in the future.

Most Sri Lankans working in major airlines overseas be a technician, 
engineer, ground handler, cargo agent or cabin crew has had some 
affiliation with the SriLankan Aviation College (SLAC) asserted, 
Mr. Primal De Silva, General Manager, SriLankan Aviation College 
addressing the media in Katunayake recently. 

“Most of our students of a very high number ends up once they are 
qualified working for the national carrier. We want to bring in more 
quality to our aircraft maintenance course and not many people know 
about our aircraft maintenance training course which is a two year 
course in which we also specialize and is the only one in the region 
accredited by EASA,” he said. Mr. De Silva said they have come to 
an agreement with the national carrier to provide two years on the 
job training which was never heard in any part of the world where a 
student who does an aircraft maintenance basic course is given the 
opportunity to get a two year on the job training which leads to the 
student’s automatic license.

After obtaining that experience the world opens up to them, Mr. De 
Silva said. There is also a great demand from students in Sri Lanka and 
the region to acquire degrees in aviation and from 2018 the academy 
plans to offer an aviation degree, BSc in Aircraft Maintenance and 
Aviation Management with Kinston University, UK and Swinburne 
University Australia, he said. “We also have great plans to move into 
Mattala as an aviation campus and to be a regionally recognized hub in 
providing aviation specialized training programmes,” he said.

With all those plans they were waiting till Mattala turns into a hub as 
the government has explained, the General Manager said.

“What we want is by generating foreign income from our foreign 
students to source Sri Lankan students and give them better 
opportunities in aviation education in Sri Lanka” said Buddhika 
Hewawasam Deputy General Manager SriLankan Aviation College.

Russia offers to set up 
helicopter maintenance 
center in Sri Lanka
A deputy chief of Russia’s Federal Service for 
Military-Technical Cooperation said that Russia 
has proposed to set up a service center for 
Russian-made helicopters in Sri Lanka, Sputnik 
news reported. AV
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Fly Southern fleet consists of one Piper 
Seneca (Twine Engine Aircraft) & Two 
Cessna 172 Classic aircrafts which 
take off from its operating base from 
the Fly Southern Hanger Complex at 
Colombo Airport - Ratmalana. The 
aircraft are equipped with comfortable 
seating, large windows for each seat 
with relaxing cabin. The Fly Southern 
experience offers you a whole new 
perspective on the country with 
panoramic views of some of the 
country’s most iconic landmarks and 
stunning landscapes. 

Apart from the domestic passenger 
transportation, Fly Southern offers 

crew transfers (ship to land), cargo 
transfer and freight, airborne geological 
survey, aerial advertising (drop leaflets 
/flyers), multiple site visits, flower 
dropping, aerial photography, excursion 
flights tailor made for wedding and 
honeymoon couples, city hops, medical 
evacuation, tourist transportation to 
various parts of the country for special 
events, corporate travel, airport transfers 
and private and VIP transfers.

Board of Investment of Sri Lanka 
approved airline company, Fly Southern 
(Pvt) Ltd launched in 2014 as a cargo 
airline to serve as an international air 
cargo operator and beside general cargo, 

the Intensifying Domestic Carrier

it provide services to carry dangerous 
goods, perishables and live stock 
worldwide.

We invite you to look at lush green 
jungles where roaming wild elephants 
with deer and leopards eye each other 
suspiciously, snap a solitary tusker 
quenching his thirst in a jungle lake. 
Immerse yourself in the mesmerizing 
wonders of Sri Lanka with a unique 
air holiday sky tour that could be an 
ultimate private journey for exclusive 
experiences or business excursions. Get 
in touch with indika@flysouthern.aero 
or call him on +94 759 000 077 for 
reservations.
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The 14th Asia Pacific Airline 
Training Symposium 

29-30 August 2017
Marina Bay Sands, 
Singapore

Register at

Conference By:

Bronze Sponsors: Supported By:

Gold Sponsor: Silver Sponsors:Diamond Sponsor:

Rest of the World: Jeremy Humphreys
 +44 1252 532009 
 jeremy@halldale.com 

North America: Natalie Morris
 +1 407 322 5605 
 natalie@halldale.com

Exhibitor and sponsor information:

A Critical Safety-Driven Industry 
Prepares for the Future

Meet the industry’s leading aviation training professionals at the 
14th Asia Pacific Airline Training Symposium (APATS) 2017.

APATS 2017 will bring together international leadership from 
airlines, ATOs, manufactures, regulators and the training industry 
to discuss best practice and operational safety in airline training. 

Save up to 30% by booking before 27 June.
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